Conference Call Japan). Four further posters were given Honorable Mention certificates, reflecting the high standard of the presentations.
During the conference, Ingmar Persson retired from the chairmanship of the International Steering Committee. To honor his chairmanship (2001) (2002) (2003) (2004) (2005) (2006) (2007) (2008) (2009) (2010) (2011) (2012) (2013) (2014) (2015) (2016) (2017) (2018) , he was presented with a bottle of Tokaji wine, vintage 2001, at the conference banquet. Professor Persson is replaced by Toshio Yamaguchi, whose mandate will expire in 2025. The next ICSC, the 36 th , will be held in 2019 in Xining, China. The organizers gave a presentation and demonstrated that all the necessary preparations are well underway. The International Steering Committee selected Cartagena, Columbia to organize the 37 th ICSC in 2021, which will see the ICSC return to its customary biennial timing.
Beyond the busy scientific schedule, the conference was rich in social events. The opening ceremony was held in the Szeged Town Hall, sponsored by the City Council. An organ concert was organized at the famous Votive Church one evening. Conference excursions included a visit to the National Memorial Park and outdoor village museum in Ópusztaszer. The closing banquet included a wine tasting, featuring local winemaker, Sándor Somodi.
Thus . A Professional Conference Organizer (PCO), Adria Congrex s.r.l., was in charge of the overall management and logistics of the event, including the official ICOMC 2018 website (www.icomc2018. com). More than 30 ICCOM students and staff personnel, including full-time researchers, also gave valuable contributions before and during the event.
The Conference venue was the Florence Congress & Exhibition Center, located in a beautiful park in the historical city center; the venue was in close proximity to Santa Maria Novella church and a nearby railway station. The ambitious goal of the 2018 edition was to be one of the main meeting points for scientists active in various fields of organometallic chemistry worldwide for the year, attracting both inorganic and organic chemists due to the interdisciplinary nature of this research area. The scientific program was organized as lecture and poster parallel sessions, focusing on the most recent scientific advances in key and emerging areas of organometallic chemistry including:
• asymmetrics synthesis by organometallics • bio-organometallic and medicinal chemistry • clusters, coordination polymers, and metalorganic frameworks (MOFs) Conference Call The two posters sessions also gathered a large interest and participation, especially from the young scientists and students attending, with a total of more than 500 posters being shown. The Symposium Challenges To make the Florence experience memorable from more than just a scientific point of view, a welcome cocktail was offered in the venue park on the opening day and a banquet was organized on Thursday evening in the adjacent Fortezza da Basso, the old Medici family fortress now used as tourist site and exhibition center. Accompanying persons were offered a choice of guided tours in Florence taking place during three of the five days of conference works. As is tradition, Wednesday afternoon was kept free from programming to allow the participants either to enjoy Florence at their own leisure or to join an excursion to the towns of San Gimignano or Chianti Area and Monteriggioni walled town. All these side events were highly praised by the participants.
The next edition of ICOMC will be held in Shanghai, China, in July 2020, co-chaired by Shuli You and Yong Tang, Shanghai Institute of Organic Chemistry, Chinese Academy of Sciences. This will certainly be another milestone event and an occasion to meet colleagues and establish new collaborations and friendships, as we trust happened during ICOMC 2018 in Florence.
Luca Gonsalvi <l.gonsalvi@iccom.cnr.it> was Scientific Secretary ICOMC 2018 and Symposium Chair. He and his co-authors are affiliated with the Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche, Istituto di Chimica dei Composti Organometallici in Firenze, Italy, and Maurizio Peruzzini is also affiliated with the Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche, Dipartimento di Scienze Chimiche e Tecnologie dei Materiali, in Roma, Italy.
